
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

November Sermon Series 
 

• Nov. 5    Shalom   

• Nov. 12  Shalom    

• Nov. 19   Consecration Sunday 

• Nov. 26  Gratitude 
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Have you ever responded to an invitation by 
saying these words?  
 

You’ve been invited to attend a Seahawks game 
or a concert with someone – “I’m all in!” 

You’ve been offered a job that you really want 
– “I’m all in!” 

You respond to an invitation to volunteer at 
the local community food bank – “I’m all 
in!” 

 
“All in” is a statement of personal commitment.  It 
means you’ll be giving yourself to the task or 
activity, prioritizing it and pursuing it.  You 
recognize that there are things in your life that 
could hold you back, but you ’re not going to let 
them.  You’re “all in.” 
 
God is “All In” in His Love for Us.  Did you know 
that one of the most common words with 
intellectual significance in both the Old and New 
Testaments of the Bible is the word “all?”  It’s 
true.  The Greek word “pas” (meaning “all”) occurs 
nearly 7,000 times in the Greek language Old 
Testament (the Septuagint) and over 1,200 times 
in the New Testament.  If you think about it, you 
won’t be surprised:  
 

Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord ’s, and 
everything in it, the world, and all who live 
in it;” 

Ephesians 4:6 “One God and Father of all, who 
is over all and through all and in all.” 

Romans 3:22 “God’s righteousness is given 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe.” 

 
God gives us His all in creation and salvation.  The 
classic hymn says it all: “Jesus paid it all, all to Him 
I owe.” 
 
We Respond by Being “All In” of Our Love for 
God.  In September we studied the Shema of 
Deuteronomy 6:5 “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.”  Our relationship with God provides 
opportunities for us to respond to God ’s invitation 
with our personal expression of “I’m all in.”   
 

When we first respond to God ’s grace in Christ, 
or make a recommitment of faith… 

When we become a member of the church… 
When we are ordained to a particular office in 

the church (elders & deacons)… 
 
The stewardship season comes around each year 
and presents each of us the opportunity to 
respond to God ’s grace and goodness by going “all 
in” on a financial gift that we offer to God through 
the work of the congregation.  The biblical 
measure of “all in” is a tithe, or a freely-given gift 
of 10% of our income.  Of course, giving a 
percentage of our income is a process, and an “all 
in” gift can amount to more or less than 10%.  The 
percentage makes it a personal priority, and that ’s 
the basic goal of our New Consecration Sunday on 
November 19: “What percentage of my income is 
God calling me to give?  As you consider this 
important question, remember that it ’s an 
expression of you saying “I’m all in” to a God who 
is “all in” for you through the limitless love of 
Christ.  
 
Joyfully in Christ,  
Pastor Kurt  
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  November 19th is NCPC’s Consecration Sunday 
  We will worship together in a single 10am  worship  

  service followed by a free, Church-wide  
  Consecration Luncheon 

 
 

 
In the imagination of scripture shalom  means much more than “peace.”  It encompasses all the 
wholeness and abundance God intends for his creation, including us .  Against the “script of scarcity” we 
are all taught, God in scripture is telling an alternative narrative of abundance, of sufficiency, of 
enough. 
 
Shalom  is our worship theme as we approach Consecration Sunday on November 19 th.  It will draw our 
focus to growing in generosity because we serve a generous God —rather than on the need of the 
church to meet a budget.   Giving is important because it ’s a way Jesus teaches his disciples to live into 
the shalom  of the Father. Consecration Sunday  encourages people toward proportionate and systematic 
giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give? ”  
  
On November 19th we will worship as a congregation in a special single 10:00am worship service 
featuring guest preacher Dr. Corey Schlosser -Hall.  Corey serves as our Northwest Coast Presbytery ’s 
exuberant and innovative Executive Presbyter.  Then, immediately following worship all worshipers will 
sit down to an  all-church Celebration Luncheon provided free of cost in our own Fellowship Hall.    
  
During worship  we are asking members and other worshipers to make a financial commitment to our 
church’s mission in this community and around the world during 2018.  Every worshiper who completes 
an Estimate of Giving Card  does so voluntarily during morning worship.   We urge all to attend, even 
those who feel strongly opposed to completing a card.   The procedure is done in such a way that no 
one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.  
  
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards.   During morning worship, Corey will 
conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, culminating in members making their 
commitments as a confidential act of worship.  Since we will make no follow -up visits to ask people to 
complete their cards, we are making every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend our 
Consecration Sunday worship and Celebration Luncheon.  
  
Thank you in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events.  
  

Chris Walters  
        Consecration Sunday Team Chair  

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your  
shalom and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 

          -Jeremiah 29:11    
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If you’ve ever read any of C.S. Lewis ’s works 
then you know that no matter what book of 
his you’re reading you ’re in for a treat.  But 
even though he wrote many classics, one 
series stands out above the rest in terms of 
visibility and popularity and that series is 
The Chronicles of Narnia.  That’s because the 
series can truly be enjoyed by people of all 
ages.   
 
That’s why we’ve chosen it as the topic of 
the new Family Community Groups.  These 
groups are designed for families with 
children who are in preschool -junior high to 
have a place to connect with each other and 
grow deeper in their faith.  This fall we are 
reading The Lion, The Witch, and The 
Wardrobe together as a part of these 
groups.   
I was recently talking with our youth 
director, Sean Lian, and he mentioned to me 
how he had just finished reading The Lion, 
The Witch, and the Wardrobe with his three 
year old daughter.  He was surprised by how 
much of the story she was able to pick, Aslan 
being the force of good and the White Witch 
being the face of evil.  Even at such a young 
age she could understand the basic story of 
good versus evil.  If you ’re a bit older than 
three than you begin to understand the 
allegorical nature of The Lion, The Witch,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and The Wardrobe in relation to the gospel 
story.  If you really are the philosophical 
type you can dive even deeper into the many 
metaphors of the story, the eternal winter 
without Christmas, the idea of children 
being the hope Narnia, and many more.   
 
So whether you are 5, 55, or 105 I invite you 
to join the families of North Creek on a 
journey through Narnia.  You can read along 
with us and find a reading schedule by 
checking out the Family Community Groups 
page under Children on the NCPC website or 
check out https://
togetherinnarnia.wordpress.com/ This blog 
will be updated each week with insights and 
stories from our journey through Narnia.  I 
hope you’l l join us and rediscover the magic 
of this classic series.  
In Christ,  
 
 
      
 Nathan Wagner   
 Children’s Ministry Director  

https://togetherinnarnia.wordpress.com/
https://togetherinnarnia.wordpress.com/
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It’s a Wonderful Life, Rudolph, The Grinch, Charlie Brown . . . 

Four classic TV specials now part of our culture’s annual observance of Christmas. Join us this 

December as we listen for hints of the real Christmas story whispering through these TV classics. 

 Make it a “special” Christmas with us . . . 

• at our family-friendly Pre-Advent Party  

      Saturday evening December 2
nd

, 5-7 pm  

• in worship Sundays at 9 & 11 am 

• through our Christmas Choir Concert  

       on Saturday December 9
th
 at 7:30 pm  

• on Christmas Eve at one of our services  

       — a 10 am family-friendly service  

        — an 8 pm classic Christmas Eve service  

        — or a more contemplative 11 pm service with communion 

2018 Youth Mission Parent/
Student Meeting 

“Houston, we have a mission!” 
 

Perhaps you’ve heard about the devastation left 

behind from Hurricane Harvey.  Many families lost 

their homes and are in need of help.  This summer 

North Creek Youth Ministries is responding by 

sending a team to help build new homes in the love 

of Christ.  Come join us for an informational meeting 

to learn how you can join the team. 

 

Who: Students 8th-12th grade and parents  

When: Sunday, November 5, 10:30-11:00AM 

Where: NCPC Youth Room 

Questions: Email sean@northcreekpres.org 

    Save the date for... A Special Christmas  

 
 

 

The Same is true among Christians. To live in 

harmony, every Christian must tune his or her life 

to the life of Christ, not to the life of his neighbor. 

Only then will there be unity in the church - “that 

you may become blameless and harmless, 

children of God without fault in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse generation, among whom 

you shine as lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15)  

 

-Prayer Ministry  



 

 

http://renewalminnw.org/retreats/

